8                   MEMOIRS OF THE DUKE  OF SAINT-SIMON.

possible, and would not permit the passage of cannon
their park, until it was found impossible to transport it by any
other road. Notwithstanding these acts of goodness, they
could scarcely look upon a Frenchman after the taking of the
place; and one actually refused to give a bottle of beer to an
usher of the King's antechamber, although offered a bottle of
champagne in exchange for it!

A circumstance happened just after the taking of Namur,
which might have led to the saddest results, under any other
prince than the King. Before he entered the town, a strict
examination of every place was made, although by the capitu-
lation all the mines, magazines, &c., had to be shown. At a
visit paid to the Jesuits, they pretended to show everything,
expressing, however, surprise and something more, that their
bare word was not enough. But on examining here and there,
where they did not expect search would be made, their cellars
were found to be stored with gunpowder, of which they had
taken good care to say no word. What they meant to do with
it is uncertain. It was carried away, and as they were Jesuits
nothing was done.

During the course of this siege, the King suffered a cruel
disappointment. James II. of England, then a refugee in
France, had advised the King to give battle to the English
fleet. Joined to that of Holland it was very superior to the
sea forces of France. Tourville, our admiral, so famous for his
valour and skill, pointed this circumstance out to the King.
But it was all to no effect. He was ordered to attack the
enemy. He did so. Many of his ships were burnt, and the
victory was won by the English. A courier entrusted with
this sad intelligence was despatched to the King. On his way
he was, joined by another courier, who pressed him for his
news. The first courier knew that if he gave up his news, the
other, who was better mounted, would outstrip him, and be the
first to carry it to the King. He told his companion, there-
fore, an idle tale, very different indeed from the truth, for he
changed the defeat into a great victory. Having gained this-
wonderful intelligence, the second courier put spurs to his horse,